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1.  Agenda topic:  Welcome, Introductions                                        


Marilyn Lash
	Discussion
	Ms. Lash called the meeting to order at 10:07 am. She welcomed everyone and members and visitors introduced themselves.

	Conclusions
	

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	
	
	


2.  Agenda topic:  Review of Minutes

                                       

Marilyn Lash
	Discussion
	Minutes were reviewed and no changes were recommended. A motion was made by Ms. Harrison to accept the minutes with a second by Mr. Winton. All in favor with no opposition and no abstention.  

	Conclusions
	The minutes were adopted as presented.



	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	The minutes will be posted on the web.
	J. White
	9/18/09


3.  Agenda topic:  Review of Old Business/Action Items




Carol Ornitz


	Discussion
	Ms. Ornitz lead the discussion of old business and review of items on the Action Plan:
· Dr. Hooper reported on the Pediatric Acquired Brain Injury (PABI) Plan

                  -Patrick Donahue met with the Obama Administration and 9 governmental agencies. They 

                   Requested stimulus money to fund this initiative which they hope to have by end October.                  

                   They want to have a Federal Agency like the CDC oversee the program.

                  -It was reported that the Sarah Jane Brain Foundation has had the legislation written as a 

                   Resolution in support of the PABI plan with no dollars attached. They have made Marilyn 

                   Spivack the Chair. PABI plans to designate a portion of the funds to each State BIA.

                  -PABI is completely described at: http://www.thebrainproject.org/default.asp
· Mr. Winton distributed a handout which he had written describing how parents should access TBI services through the schools. 

· This lead to a question from Mr. Monnett to Mr. Winton regarding the NC Advocates for Justice (the State Trial Lawyers Association). They are considering a new public service project which would involve making volunteer lawyers available to assist families who are experiencing difficulty obtaining proper implementation of IEPs with local school systems. After discussion the group agreed that this would be a worthwhile and useful project which they would support.

	Conclusions
	· Dr. Hooper will keep the Council informed regarding PABI.
· Mr. Monnett will keep the group informed regarding the Trail Lawyers public service project.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	· Update on PABI.
· Mr. Winton's handout to be distributed electronically to Council and BIANC.
· Update on State Trial Lawyers public service project for the schools.
	S. Hooper
J. White

C. Monnett
	12/9/09
9/11/09

12/9/09


4.  Agenda topic:  DMH Lead Agency Report





S. Clark/J. White
                                              

	Discussion
	Mr. Clark and Ms. White reported on the financial aspects of TBI:
· A year end reconciliation report was distributed regarding TBI funding to the LMEs. Of the 1.9M available all but $127,088 was used. There was one inconsistency noted in the report.
· LMEs will soon be notified of percentage cuts they will receive. Each LME can decide how those cuts are to be distributed. 

· TBI allocations have not yet been made, these will occur soon. Will wait until after LMEs make cuts.
· Providers present discussed the problem of lag time in getting paid for services at the beginning of each fiscal year.

· Now tracking non-UCR TBI funds and will work on getting information regarding UCR dollars spent on TBI. Additionally Mental Health Trust Fund dollars have been used for TBI, working on reporting this information.

· State contracts over $200,000 were cut 10.3% which affected both BIANC and Project STAR.

· Discussion of Single Stream Funded LMEs and TBI dollars not getting "lost". This will be avoided by ongoing contact through calls with LMEs.
· Information was detailed about CAP MR/DD and no longer being able to use additional state funds for these consumers, which includes TBI money.

· It was noted that if new money is to be legislated for TBI in the future (expansion funds) careful documentation of requests greater than need will be necessary.

· Ms. White distributed a list of facilities supported by state funding including the licensure type.

Ms. White gave a report on House Bill 1309 directing the Commission for MH/DD/SAS to adopt rules providing for the licensure and accreditation of residential treatment facilities for persons with TBI. Points made during the discussion include:
· All TBI Group homes presently are licensed under statute 122C which pertains to DD licensure (.5600c under MH/DD/SAS rules).
· ReNu Life Extended is licensed as an Adult Care Home, under statute 131D.

· Presently providers with homes that serve 7 or more can retain existing CAP MR/DD consumers but cannot take new CAP consumers.

· A query was posted on the national TBI ListServ regarding TBI licensure. Responses have been received form 12 states, serving TBI in group homes of 6 or more.

· Ms. Lash reported that a survey will be conducted by the Licensure Task Force, of the states replying to the ListServ query. Questions will include: 

· Licensing Category
· Regulation

· Staff Training

· Rates

· It was suggested that questions be added by some members of Council.

· Licensure Task Force consists of: M. Lash, M. Hartman, A. King, C. Ornitz, M. Foil and D. Forsythe, with J. Kaye and J. White participating as needed.

· Residential placement in many states is funded through a Trust Fund.

· It was noted that some states license a service and not facilities. This allows services to increase or decrease based on consumer need.
· It was suggested that Council may want to speak with lobbyists who are working in DD and supporting similar initiatives.
Ms. White next reported on House Bill 737 directing DHHS to seek a TBI Medicaid waiver.

· It was reported that data and information is now being gathered for a report due to the Division's Executive Leadership Team by October 30, 2009.
· Disability Rights NC (DRNC) has contracted with BIANC to conduct a phone survey of Skilled Nursing Facilities regarding the number of TBI consumers living there. These results will be useful for the waiver.

· Dr. Hooper noted that he may be able to assign a Post-Doctoral Fellow to assist with this project. 

	Conclusions
	· Allocations of TBI funds will soon be made.

· Survey of other states licensure for TBI needs to be completed to gather pertinent information.

· Gather information from as many sources as possible.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	· Inconsistency in year end LME reconciliation report will be corrected and report will be redistributed to the Council.
· Send copy of survey to Council to solicit input for new/revised questions. 

· Survey with suggestions back to Ms. Lash for compilation.

· Survey of other states licensure rules will be completed.

· Talk to several other lobbyists within DD to gather information.

· Determine if a Post-Doc Fellow may be available to assist with the TBI Waiver
	J. White
M. Lash/J. White

Council/Lash

Licensure Task Force

C. Baggett

S. Hooper
	9/11/09
9/11/09
9/15/09
10/30/09

12/9/09

9/30/09


5.  Agenda topic:   Review Changes in Statute





M. Lash


	Discussion
	Ms. Lash informed Council that the changes in the membership of the Brain Injury Advisory Council along with the name change (from TBI Advisory Council) were added onto the Licensure Bill (House Bill 1309).
· She reported that Vickie Smith, as ED of DRNC will now have a position.
· A new seat was added for another family member.

· A seat was added for a Veteran with TBI or Veteran's family member.

· A seat was added for a stroke survivor as recommended by the American Heart Association.

· State employees are now ex officio or non-voting members.

· Several changes in who makes appointments were detailed.

· Thank you letters to all Legislators who sponsored or co-sponsored legislation this past year were sent out by the Council and by BIANC.

	Conclusions
	New changes in Council name and membership give even more flexibility to the Council.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	· Ongoing work on appointments.
· Council to work on adding new positions.
	J. Kaye/J. White
M. Lash, L. Herbert & Council
	 Ongoing
12/9/09


6.  Agenda topic:  Bylaws








S. Rhyne

 
	Discussion
	Ms. Lash has requested that Ms. Rhyne review the By-Laws for necessary changes now that the membership and name has changed.

	Conclusions
	Brain Injury Bylaws will be reviewed and recommended changes will be presented to Council.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	· Recommend Bylaw changes to Council.
	S. Rhyne/C. Monnett
	12/9/09


7.  Agenda topic:  Annual Report/Call To Action





M. Lash
	Discussion
	Ms. Lash reported that the annual report, Call To Action is due soon. In this the progress of the last year will be reviewed.

	Conclusions
	Annual report, Call To Action is due soon.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	· Annual Report will be written.
	M. Lash/C. Ornitz
	11/30/09


8.  Agenda topic:   Committee Reports






S. Farmer/L. Newlin

	Discussion
	1. Legislative Committee-S. Farmer & C. Baggett:
· Ms. Lash requested a pro-active legislative plan for next year.

· It was suggested that the Council may want to target Legislators who have state supported facilities in their districts.

· Will again request funding for Council for consultative services.

· Have brain injury awareness day at the Legislature.

· Discussion about whether to couple that with Heart Disease and Stroke or DD or have it separately.

· Conduct education as well, around ABI vs. TBI and the necessity for matching funds for the future waiver.

2. Health Services Committee-No report

3. Prevention Committee-L. Newlin & J. White:

· A preliminary tally of the Injury Survey was distributed and a discussion of future uses for the data was discussed. Public Health still has the survey open on its web site. 

	Conclusions
	A Legislative plan for the next session is recommended.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	· A Legislative Action Plan for 2010 will be developed.
	Legislative Committee
	12/9/09


9.  Agenda topic:  Miscellaneous





Council & Guests
	Discussion
	· Vickie Smith asked to update the Council on DRNC as the Protection & Advocacy Agency for TBI. They have specific goals to monitor facilities and now can monitor the facilities on the distributed list. The P & A grant for TBI is $56,000 which is a low amount. Other grants that they have will also cover consumers with TBI including:

· Developmental Disabilities

· Mental Illness

· Individual Rights

· SSI/SSDI

· Assistive Technology

· Barriers to Voting

· Susan Fewell from BIANC distributed information regarding:

· The fundraising reception with Lee Woodruff on Thursday, October 22nd.

· The re-designed and printed Skill Packs which were originally designed with the Project Access HRSA Grant

	Conclusions
	DRNC would like TBI referrals for consumers who need assistance.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	None
	
	


Ms. Lash thanked everyone for their participation.  A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by D. Forsythe with a second by L. Newlin. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:37 pm. 


