

NORTH CAROLINA BRAIN INJURY ADVISORY COUNCIL
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1.  Agenda topic:  Welcome, Introductions, Vacant Seats, Projects                                       
M. Lash

	Discussion
	Ms. Lash called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. and continued with introductions.  

Ms. Lash’s term as two year chair will end at the end of this year.  She was elected in September 2008 and assumed responsibility in January 2009.  She has declined another term as President but will continue to serve her term on Council. She would like to continue work on creating a Trust Fund during her remaining time.  
Mr. Jones asked for clarification regarding rotating off the Council.  Ms. Lash said the Council was legislatively set up so members were phased in at 2 year, 3 year, and 4 year terms.  Ms. Herbert reported that as of September 20, 2010 Ms. Harrison’s 2nd term was over, Mr. Glass’ 1st term over and Mr. Powell’s 1st term over.  Ms. Lash reviewed that 2 terms are max for voting members and ex-officio members have life terms.

Mr. Foil introduced his guest, Marion Kerr, who is skateboarding across North Carolina to raise awareness of Brain Injury.  Mr. Kerr discussed how his journey has been thus far and thanked Council for support and all they do.  www.hammerhead.skatefurther.net for more information.

	Conclusions
	There will be an election for a new chair and Vice-Chair at the September meeting.  David Forsythe, Liz Newlin, Sandra Farmer, and Christine Craig, a survivor rep. and family member to serve on the nominating committee.  Tonia Harrison will serve as the survivor and Marty Foil will serve as the family member as well as agreeing to Chair the Nominating Committee.
Ms. Herbert will provide a handout at the September meeting outlining terms and seats.  
Ms. Ornitz discussed the Veteran seat.  Moses Gloria will be contacted as a possible nominee for that seat.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	A handout will be provided outlining the correct number of terms which can be served on the Council. 
Follow up with Moses Gloria about serving on Council in the Veteran’s slot.

The Nominating Committee will make nomination recommendations for the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council.
	Linda Herbert
Sandra Farmer

Marty Foil
	9/8/10
9/1/10

9/8/10


2.  Agenda topic:  Review of Minutes

                                       


M. Lash
	Discussion
	Minutes were reviewed with no changes made.  Mr. Forsythe made a motion with a second by Mr. Foil, no opposition and no abstention; motion passed. 

	Conclusions
	The minutes were adopted as presented.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	The minutes will be posted on the web.
	Janice White
	7/1/10


3.  Agenda topic:  DMH Lead Agency Report



                   J.Kaye/J. White

	Discussion
	Ms. White passed around contact sheet and dates of terms and asked everyone to review and update with any changes.  

Ms. White reviewed State TBI allocations and expenditures for the past FY.  CASP (Cross Area Service Program) is funding that any LME can use for ReNu Life and is administered through Eastpointe.  There has been $78,000 de-allocated and reallocated during the 4th quarter.  There have been consistent requests for funding, and money has been reallocated to LME’s with the greatest need.  LMEs have reassured the Division of MH/DD/SAS that they would spend all of their money through the fourth quarter.  The money spent is mainly residential requests.  Mr. Foil expressed his concern regarding PBH’s allocation of $128,000 and having not yet spent any of the money.  He is concerned they won’t be able to spend it within the month.  All LME’s, including PBH were contacted and report they will use all of their allocation. Ms. White reported that the money may be encumbered, but not yet accounted for.  Ms. White will discuss the report on the monthly conference call with the LMEs.  
Council members asked for specific information about types of requests made and funded.

Ms. Kaye gave an update of TBI Grant activities during the last quarter.

	Conclusions
	TBI money has been moved during the fourth quarter in order to maximize utilization.
More information is needed from DMH regarding specific requests and how funds were utilized.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	DMH to provide SFY10 report of expenditures.
	J. Kaye/J. White
	9/8/10


4.  Agenda topic:  
Brain Injury Advisory Council Membership Update

L. Herbert



	Discussion
	Ms. Herbert reported that a committee composed of herself, Ms. Philbrick, and Ms. Boyd will be reviewing applications for vacant seats and the Council will vote after application review.  Some changes were requested and noted.  Ms. Herbert discussed whether State employees should go through the same application process as voting members.  Reviewed high attendee expectation at meetings, especially for appointed members. A handout was distributed with membership information and updates requested. A “Self-Assessment” form was also discussed and the committee will review this and make recommendations to Council.

	Conclusions
	A new Membership Committee is working on updating information.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	The reference to serving four terms instead of 4 years will be corrected.
	L. Herbert
	

	DMH following up with appointment process.
	J. White
	ASAP


5.  Agenda topic:  
Division of Public Health





S. Rhyne
	Discussion
	Ms. Rhyne reiterated her commitment to falls prevention.  She discussed that Division of Public Health (DPH) gave $30,000 to the Division of Aging and that a group went out to raise awareness on falls to community leaders, i.e. heads of senior centers, head of AAA.  A one day presentation on the risk factors, strategies, building coalitions, etc was conducted in four different communities.  Four state areas are developing falls prevention coalitions.  A policy piece regarding falls prevention is being written.  DPH will work with EMS agencies and all trauma centers discussing state data on falls and sharing specific county data.
An update was also given regarding the bill (S655) to Increase Fees Paid to Restore License discussed at the last meeting. The passage of this bill seems imminent.  

	Conclusions
	Falls Prevention is a major area of work for DPH.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	
	
	


6.  Agenda topic:   Carolinas Rehabilitation and TBI Model Systems



	Discussion
	Natalie Johns and Tami Guerrier presented on Carolinas Rehabilitation hospital and TBI model systems.  They reviewed program, criteria for admission, follow up, etc.  

	Conclusions
	The Council will continue to work with the TBI Model System at Carolina’s Rehabilitation.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	
	
	


7.  Agenda topic:   
Waiver Update/Licensure Update





 M. Lash


	Discussion
	Ms. Johnson from DMA was not in attendance so Ms. Lash reported that legislation last year required DMA to write a feasibility report on the TBI Waiver.  BIANC paid for Bill Ditto from the National Association of State Head Injury Administrators to come to Raleigh to speak to the licensure/waiver workgroup.

Residential Licensure for facilities that serve individuals who have TBI was discussed.  The Division of MH/DD/SAS will only license six bed facilities.  Also discussed was the possibility of licensing services.  Michelle Elliot is researching what states have licensed services.  Council members discussed benefits and drawbacks of six bed versus four bed residences  and discussed rights, choices, etc.

	Conclusions
	Work continues on both licensure and waiver.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	Report on licensing services.
	M. Elliot
	8/10


8.  Agenda topic:  
 Legislative Update/Awareness Events



      
  S. Farmer                
	Discussion
	Ms. Farmer discussed Senate Bill 655.  The bill will increase the fees paid to restore suspended licenses to fund DWI prevention.  The bill has passed the Senate and is now in the finance committee.  Ms. Farmer will send committee members information on contacting your legislators.  The Governor and Senate have put the $40 million back into the Division of MH/DD/SAS budget, but the House has only put in $18.8 million.  Ms. Farmer emphasized the need to advocate for budget restoration.  Ms. Farmer discussed the Coalition Day at the legislature and that the main focus was asking on budget restoration.  

Ms. Farmer discussed the $50,000 for support of the Council.  Mr. Forsythe, Ms. Lash, Ms. Farmer met with Leza Wainwright, director of MH/DD/SAS, and Flo Stein, Section Chief of Community Policy Management to discuss funding the Council and plans to meet with Representative Verla Insko soon.  

Ms. Farmer announced Brain Injury Awareness Day scheduled for June 23rd at the Legislature in the 1100 court.  Ms. Farmer is asking for committee members who have ideas on invitees to email her with names.                                    

	Conclusions
	There are ongoing legislative activities to support brain injury in our State.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	All Council members are urged to support Brain Injury Legislative Day.
	Council
	6/23/10


9.  Agenda topic:  Other Announcements







M. Lash
    

	Discussion
	Ms. Lash reviewed the TBI burden document created by DPH and commented highly on the thoroughness of the document.  
The Council discussed the lack of appropriate services for Veterans.
The Triangle Aphasia Project (TAP) will sponsor a viewing of the movie Aphasia, at Galaxy Cinemas in Cary.

	Conclusions
	The Council, DMH and DPH continue to work cooperatively to increase awareness of brain injury.

	Action Items
	Person(s) Responsible
	Deadline

	
	
	


Ms. Lash thanked everyone for their participation.  A motion was made by Mr. Forsythe with a second by Mr. Foil to adjourn the meeting; there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:56pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Jamie Pierce (BIANC).

