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Q: What happens if it is found that a client is diagnosed with Mental Retardation after
being admitted to the State Hospital?

A: The Hospital Liaisons will inform the division and provide us with supporting documentation
so that the client can be added to the SB859 Database.

Q: How do | get someone on the SB859 Database?

A: Send a cover letter with supporting documentation, such as the 1Q and Adaptive Skill test

scores, to the Diversion Specialist at the Division via secure fax: 919-508-0955. Please note
that an 1Q score alone is not enough. An adaptive skills test such as the Vineland and an IQ

score is needed.

Q: How do | get a person’s status changed on the SB859 Database? (For instance,
someone is listed with a diagnosis of Mild MR and you have supporting documents that
they do not have Mild MR.)

A: Send a cover letter with supporting documentation, such as IQ and Adaptive Skills test
scores, to the Diversion Specialist at the Division via secure fax: 919-508-0955.

Q: If someone has a diagnosis of borderline intellectual functioning do | have to
request an exception?

A: No, this is not the same as a mental retardation diagnosis. The DSM IV Code V62.89,
Borderline Intellectual Functioning states, “an 1Q in the 71-84 range”.

Q: If | receive a call from a community hospital requesting an exception for a client that
is not in the Mental Health System what do | do?

A: The LMEs are the portals for exceptions, so you would proceed as you normally would with
an individual that was in your system.

Q: What if a person experiences a crisis in their county of residence vs. their county of
Medicaid responsibility?
A: The NC administrative code states that individuals will be admitted to the institutions which

serve the region of the state which includes the person’s “county of residence”.
10A NCAC 28F .0101 (a)

Q: Who do | contact to find out if someone is on the SB859 Diversion List?

A: Check with your Crisis Coordinator, DD Coordinator, and/or MR/MI Coordinator first. If you
are still not able to find out if someone is on the list you can call any State Hospital Admissions
Office. They have access to the SB859 Database 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
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