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Grant Facts

$31.1M

Available grant funding
(federal, state,
philanthropic)

227 FTEs

Full-time equivalent
employees supported in
local communities

254

Contracts to support
communities

Overview

In 1973, the North Carolina Office of Rural Health (ORH) became the first State Office of Rural Health in the nation.
Created to focus on the needs of rural and underserved communities, ORH continues to empower communities
and populations by developing strategies to improve quality and cost-effectiveness of health care for all. While ORH
does not provide direct care, its programs support numerous health care safety net organizations throughout the
state. Continued support and recurring funding for ORH strengthened North Carolina’s health care safety net
infrastructure to ensure that all of the state’s medically vulnerable residents (Uninsured, Underinsured, Medicare
and Medicaid) have access to affordable and appropriate high quality primary care. It is a conservative estimate
that the State’s primary care safety net system serves 1.1 million vulnerable residents.

New Initiatives

ORH managed seven vendors selected through a NC DHHS Request for Proposals to employ Community Health
Workers (CHWSs) across the state. A CHW is a frontline public health worker who is a trusted member of and/or has
a close understanding of the community served. With this program, 425 CHWs supported 55 counties with high
COVID-19 caseloads, connecting 716,085 North Carolinians to medical and social support resources. The program
expended $26,493,899 in funds during FY 21 generating an average of $37 contributed per person served.
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ORH Expenditures Created Economic Impact
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Return On Investment and Economic Impact

Total Impact

© $50,320,887
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*Economic impact is estimated to be much greater because improved health outcomes can lead to fewer missed work days,
reduced health care costs, and reduced premature morbidity and mortality. Some expenses such as out of state purchases,
overhead, and rollover payments are not captured for ROl and economic impact. 2019 Dataset was used for this ROl study.
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Service Points Receiving ORH Support

State Designated Rural Health Center O Placement Activities \

(16 Sites Serving 49 Counties) (179 Activities Serving 57 Counties)

Medication Assistance Program Site Critical Access Hospital
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(20 Sites Serving 19 Counties)

Community Health.Grantee . |_ Small Rural Hospital
(115 Grantees Serving 68 Counties) H (12 sites Serving 11 Counties)

Farmworker Health Grantee Telepsychiatry Site
(13 Grantees Serving 63 Counties)

(61 Sites Serving 43 Counties)

I:I Rural County (70 Counties)

I:l Urban County (30 Counties) Kevin Meese

Communications, Office of Rural Health
Phone: 919-527-6440
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/ If you have further questions, please contact:

*Numbers inside of symbols indicate number of sites, grantees,
or placements, based on symbol




