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Overview:  Priorities

1.  Integrate & Buy Health:

• Now: Tailored plan design 

• November: Standard Plan regional roll-out

2.  Combat the Opioid Crisis

• Now: SUD Waiver Implementation 

• Now: Opioid Action Plan

3. Health Opportunities:

• Now: Healthy Opportunities RFP
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Opioid Overdose Emergency Department 
Visits: 2010-2019 YTD

Data Source: The North Carolina Disease Event Tracking and Epidemiologic Collection Tool (NCDETECT), 2010-2019; 

*2018-2019 data are provisional and subject to change; Data as of January 31, 2019.

Analysis by Injury Epidemiology and Surveillance Unit

Insurance Coverage: 2019 YTD

Private insurance 14%

Medicaid or Medicare 29%

Uninsured/Self-pay 46%

Other/Unknown 11%
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For every opioid overdose death, there were nearly

2 hospitalizations and 4 ED visits due to opioid 

overdose
2,006

Deaths

3,372 
Hospitalizations

7,455 Emergency 
Department Visits

408,000 people estimated misusing 
prescription pain relievers

7,731,500 opioid prescriptions dispensed

1 opioid overdose death

2 opioid overdose hospitalizations

4 opioid overdose ED visits

203 residents misusing pain relievers 

3,854 opioid prescriptions dispensed

Technical Notes: Deaths, hospitalizations, and ED data limited to N.C. residents; Includes all intents, not limited to unintentional
Source: Deaths-N.C. State Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics, 2017/ Hospitalizations- North Carolina Healthcare 
Association, 2017/ED-NC DETECT, 2017/ Misuse-NSDUH, 2015-2016 applied to 2017 population data/Prescriptions-CSRS, 2017  
Analysis by Injury Epidemiology and Surveillance Unit
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Expand Treatment Federal CURES/STR grant:
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About 10,000 individuals have received treatment 
from this funding:
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SUD Waiver:  Tentative Timeline
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Medicaid Expansion

500,000
New projected enrollees due to expansion, including a 

disproportionate number of rural North Carolinians

$4 billion Annual federal dollars NC leaves on the table

43,000+ Jobs created in the first five years of expansion

90%
Share of costs paid by the federal government – no 

new state appropriation needed to fund the state share

Now is the time to:
• Improve overall health of NC (ranked 37th)

• Advance rural economic vitality, health

• Build sustainable infrastructure to combat the opioid epidemic

• Put downward pressure on everyone’s premiums


