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(1) This memorandum announces that temporary authorized
reimbursement for meals and snacks served to young people, ages 19
through 24, in emergency shelters participating in the Child and Adult
Care Food Program are expected to end on May 11, 2023, concurrent
with the expiration of the COVID-19 public health emergency. (2) This
memorandum relates to requirements at 42 U.S.C. 1766(r) (at-risk

Summary:

afterschool), 42 U.S.C. 1766(t) (emergency shelters), and Section 1107
of the American Rescue Plan Act (Public Law 117-2) that allow
emergency shelters to claim reimbursement for meals and snacks served
to individuals under the age of 25. (3) This memorandum applies to
administering State agencies and institutions operating the Child and
Adult Care Food Program in emergency shelters.

This memorandum notifies State agencies and program operators that temporary authority to
claim reimbursement for meals and snacks served to young people between the ages of 19 and 24
in emergency shelters participating in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)! , will
end when the COVID-19 public health emergency ends, which is expected on May 11, 2023.
During the COVID-19 public health emergency, Section 1107 of the American Rescue Plan Act

! As authorized under section 17 of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (NSLA) at 42 U.S.C. 1766(r)
or 42 U.S.C. 1766(t)

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender



Page 2

(Public Law 117-2) directed the Secretary of Agriculture to reimburse emergency shelters for
meals and snacks provided to young people under the age of 25 who reside in an emergency
shelter or receive services from an emergency shelter participating as a CACFP at-risk
afterschool center. Reimbursement was authorized from the date of enactment of Public Law
117-2 until the date the public health emergency is lifted.

Pursuant to a February 9, 2023 declaration by the Secretary of the Department of Health and
Human Services, the current public health emergency has been extended to May 11, 2023. The
Administration has announced that, at present, the plan is for the current public health emergency
to expire on that date. In the event that the emergency ends on May 11, the last day that
emergency shelters will be eligible to claim reimbursement for CACFP meals and snacks served
to young people over age 18 will be May 11, 2023. However, emergency shelters may continue
to claim CACFP reimbursement for meals and snacks served to children and youth up to age 18.
Therefore, upon the expiration of the public health emergency, this memorandum will supersede
CACFP 08-2021, Reimbursement for Meals and Snacks Served to Young Adults in the Child and
Adult Care Food Program: Implementation Guidance for State Agencies, April 9, 2021.

The Food and Nutrition Service appreciates the exceptional effort of State agencies and local
CACFP operators that worked to meet the nutritional needs of children and adult participants
during the public health emergency. State agencies are reminded to distribute this memorandum
to Program operators immediately. Program operators should direct any questions concerning
this guidance to their State agency. State agencies with questions should contact the appropriate
FNS Regional Office.
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