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October 31, 2024
DEAR COUNTY DIRECTORS OF SOCIAL SERVICES

ATTENTION: DIRECTORS, CHILD WELFARE PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS, MANAGERS,
SUPERVISORS, AND SOCIAL WORKERS

SUBJECT: NCDSS NC KIDS ADOPTION NETWORK EXCHANGE
PURPOSE/BACKGROUND: NCDSS NC KIDS ADOPTION NETWORK EXCHANGE WEBINAR

REQUIRED ACTION: [ Information Only T Time Sensitive X Immediate

November is National Adoption Month, and our national theme is “Honoring Youth: Strengthening Pathways for
Lasting Bonds.” The National Adoption Month campaign seeks to raise awareness about how we can cultivate
a support network for youth in foster care that meets their needs, embraces and affirms their identity, and
promotes family, community, and cultural connections.

NC Kids is the official Adoption Exchange program for the State of North Carolina that monitors and supports
recruitment efforts and assists local agencies with finding permanent families for children in the foster care
system that are legally free for adoption. NCDSS child welfare services is committed to operating with cultural
humility and providing family-centered services to children, youth and families to achieve well-being through
ensuring self-sufficiency, support, safety and permanency. NCDSS permanency policy requires all awaiting
children without an identified adoptive family must be registered with NC Kids within 30-days of
becoming legally free for adoption.

NCDSS Permanency Team is excited to announce an upcoming webinar for National Adoption Month on
November 14, 2024, from 10:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. Please register by clicking the following link: NC Kids
Registration LINK.

This webinar is designed to share feedback gathered from focus groups held during the summer, provide an
overview of the NC Kids program and will include guest speakers from Burke County who will share their
recruitment experience and adoption matches achieved by utilizing services and supports provided from the
NC Kids program.

If you have any questions, please contact your NC Kids Consultant, Jessica Farmer at 919-527-
7269 or Jessica.Farmer@dhhs.nc.qov or Jessica Johnson at 919-770-3971 or
Jessica.Johnson@dhhs.nc.gov.

NC DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES -« DIVISION OF SOCIAL SERVICES

LOCATION: 820 S. Boylan Avenue, McBryde Building, Raleigh, NC 27603
MAILING ADDRESS: 2401 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-2401
www.ncdhhs.gov * TEL: 919-527-6404 < FAX: 919-733-3052

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER


https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/9321210e-cab4-4727-ac99-912b65a158cf@7a7681dc-b9d0-449a-85c3-ecc26cd7ed19
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/9321210e-cab4-4727-ac99-912b65a158cf@7a7681dc-b9d0-449a-85c3-ecc26cd7ed19
mailto:Jessica.Farmer@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:Jessica.Johnson@dhhs.nc.gov

Sincerely,

et s

Adrian W. Daye, MSW

Deputy Director for Child Welfare Practice
Division of Social Services, Child Welfare
North Carolina Department of Health and

Human Services

Cc: Lisa Tucker Cauley, Division Director, Human Services, Child, Family, and Adult, Regional Support
Donna Fayko, Interim Deputy Director for County Operations
Kathy Stone, Section Chief for Safety and Prevention Services
Heather McAllister, Section Chief for Child and Family Services
Kimaree Sanders, Section Chief for Regulatory and Licensing
Peter West, Section Chief for County Operations
Ben Rose, Lead Regional Director
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