Appendix D – Urban & Rural Counties Designation
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North Carolina Metropolitan (Urban) and Non-Metropolitan (Rural) Counties

Urban/Rural Delineations
O Rural Counties
I Urban- Central Counties

Rural (50 counties) includes all non-metropolitan counties in NC, 25 of [0 Urban - Outlying Counties
‘which are micropolitan and 25 of which are undesignated.

Urban (50 counties) includes all metropolitan counties in NC, 30 of
‘which are central counties and 20 of which are outlying counies.
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‘The United States Office of Management and Sudget (OMB) celineates metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas and esignates counties as metropolitan, micropolitan, or neither according to published
stangards that are applied to Census Bureau data. The genersl concept of a metropolitan or micropolitan statistical area s that of a core ares containing a substantial population nucleus, together with
adjacent communities having 3 igh degrez of economic and socialintegration with that core.

AMetropolitan area contains a core urban area of 50,000 or more population. OME considers al counties that are part of a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) to be urban and all counties that are not part of
2N MSA tobe rural. In NCas of September 2018, there are 50 metropolitan (urban) counties and S0 non-metropolitan (rura) counties.

Under the standards, counties in which at least 50 percent of the population resides within urban areas of 10,000 or more population, o that contain at least 5,000 people resiging within 2 single urban area of
110,000 0 more population, are igentified as “central counties” . Additional “outlying counties ” are includeg in the MSA f tney have a high degree of social and economic integration with the urban core and
meet specified requirements of commuting to o from the central counties. In NC a5 of September 2018, 30 urban counties are “central” and 20 urban counties are “outlying "

‘Source of Delineations: U.S. Census Bureay, Population Division; Office of Management and Budget, September 2018 delineations, nttps://uivi census ov/geographies/reference-fles/time-series/demo)
metro-micro/Gelineation-iles htm, Updated October 2018, Downloaded 5/31/19.

Source of Definitons: 1tz v census Gov/proqrams-£urveys metro-micro/zbou il Updated 10/15/18, Downloaded 5/31/19.
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