
 
 

BRAIN INJURY ADVISORY COUNCIL (BIAC) 
 

Date: March 13, 2019    Time: 9:30-3:30 pm       Location:  Governor’s Institute 
          1121 Situs Court, Suite 325 
          Raleigh, NC  27606 
TYPE OF MEETING  Quarterly Meeting 
FACILITATOR Jerry Villemain, Chairperson 
ATTENDEES 
 NAME PRESENT NAME PRESENT  
Voting Council Members  Non-Voting Council 

Members  
 GUESTS 

Jerry Villemain, Chair  Jan White (proxy for 
Alan Dellapenna.) 

 Liz Newlin 

Carol Ornitz (proxy for vacant 
ED position)  

 Cindy DePorter  Michelle Merritt 

Jean Andersen  Amy Douglas  David Forsythe 
Craig Fitzgerald  Travis Williams (proxy 

for Chris Egan) 
 Debra Farrington 

Martin Foil  Michiele Elliott  Laurie Stickney 
Jerome Frederick  Kenneth Bausell  Sonia Padial 

Geana Welter  Dreama McCoy  Jeffrey Luber 
Virginia Knowlton Marcus  Robert Johnson  Cristina Phillips 
Thomas Henson, Jr.  Jeanne Preisler  Steve Strom 
Murray Dunlap  Jim Swain  Mya Lewis 
Lynn Makor  Lee Lewis   
Karen McCulloch     
Wes Cole     
Sarah Stroud     
Diane Westbrook     
Pier Protz     
Donna White  Staff to Council   
Jerome Frederick  Scott Pokorny   
Christine Fernandini  Sandy Pendergraft   
Ryan Lamb  Michael Brown   
Melinda Munden     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
 
 
1.  Agenda topic:  Welcome, Introductions & Approval of Minutes                                             Jerry Villemain 
Discussion Jerry welcomed everyone to meeting.  Introductions were made by all in attendance.   
Conclusions  
Action Items Person(s) Responsible Deadline 



                                   
 
2.  Agenda topic:  TBI Waiver Update                                                      Cristina Phillips & Kenneth Bausell 
 

 

 

 

 

N/A  
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
Conclusions In order for the TBI waiver to be sustainable and replicated in the future – there must be  

collaboration.  A one-page flyer explaining the TBI waiver process – this will be in paper form 
and electronic form.  Carol Ornitz stated that the electronic guidebook may not be accessible 
to those who do not have computers.  Liz Newlin asked will the change in the definition of 
brain injury affect the TBI waiver – Cristina stated that there are very distinct criteria to follow 
for waiver – TBI after the age of 22 – poverty level at 100%, spousal income does not count.  It 
was pointed out that families have turned down the waiver because of the spend-down 
requirement – DSS makes the requirement not Alliance or other LME’s.  Cristina stated that 
Alliance staff is reaching out to DHHS employees to educate about waiver. 
Ideas on how BIAC can help with TBI waiver: 

• Put TBI waiver information in patient guides in ICU & ICU step-down guides. 
• Put TBI waiver information in BIANC skill packs. 
• Encourage families to collect necessary documentation to speed up the process. 
• Develop brochures specifically for skilled nursing facilities. 
• Tailor brochures to target other specific audiences. 
• Flyers to local churches. 
• Advertise in media/social media. 
• Talk with Pier Protz about low number in Johnston/Cumberland counties. 
• Reach out to support group in Fayetteville. 

Action Items Person(s) Responsible Deadline 
Educate and get information about waiver to Johnston, Wake, Durham, and Cumberland 
counties. 

Alliance staff, BIANC staff, 
BIAC 

Ongoing 

 
 
3. Agenda topic:  Medicaid Transformation                                                                            Debra Farrington 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
Conclusions Be on the lookout for the policy document to be released soon.  The vision for NC Medicaid-

Managed Care focuses on healthy outcomes.  Move from single payer to multiple payers on 
the healthcare side.  Five health plans introduced in NC.  NC 1115 waiver can pay for qualifying 
unmet social needs such as housing, food, transportation, interpersonal violence support 
programs.  

Action Items Person(s) Responsible Deadline 
N/A   
                                      
      
4. Agenda topic:  Qmetis             Jack Fitzgibbons  



Discussion 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



Conclusions Update on NC TBI Pilot Program 
• WakeMed and Wake Baptist committed to using the Qmetis software. 
• Introduced 4th edition guidelines. 
• New pediatric guidelines. 

Action Items Person(s) Responsible Deadline 
N/A   

  
5.  Agenda topic:  TBI Data              Abha Varma – DMH/DD/SAS 
Discussion 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
Conclusions There was discussion regarding who is being screened for TBI and if the LME/MCO’s are screening the same 

way.  It was noted by Cristina that the LME’s have different ways of collecting information.  There was also 



discussion whether the trauma center data should be used.  There was consensus that there needs to be a 
standardized way to screen for TBI as well as collect data and clarification of the categories of cause of TBI. 

Action Items Person(s) Responsible Deadline 
TBI Screening procedures to be looked at and discussed with the LME’s 
with monthly feedback from the LME’s. 
Investigate ways to collect additional data 

State TBI Program Staff 
Quality Management 

Ongoing 

 
 
6.  Agenda topic:  Children & Youth                                                                                                     Liz Newlin 
Discussion 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
Conclusions There has been an increase in the identification of concussion due to parent/staff/teacher education.  Gaps 

have been identified between hospitals and medical providers and the school system.  The Children and 
Youth Committee is currently going to every Regional Trauma Group in NC suggesting emergency 
departments and medical providers follow the concussion diagnosis discharge instructions as presented in 
the presentation.  The Children and Youth Committee is also reach out to county-led sports associations in 
NC to address the gap. 
Sandy Pendergraft asked is committee has reached out to parent-teach associations and was told yes.  
Michael Brown stated that the soccer league that he is affiliated with has agreed for someone from BIANC 
to come out and set up booths to educate about concussions.  There was a question if REAP was still 
being considered.  Currently, REAP is not being implemented in NC due to duplicate efforts. 

Action Items Person(s) Responsible Deadline 
Children & Youth Committee educating and making recommendations to regional trauma 
groups in NC and county-led sports associations. 

Children & Youth Committee Ongoing 

 
 
7.  Agenda topic:  TBI Action Plan and Council By-laws Update  
Discussion Volunteers are needed to assist with updating the TBI State Action Plan. 
Conclusions  
Action Items Person(s) Responsible Deadline 
   
 
8.  Agenda topic:   Public Comment 
Discussion BIANC Update – Sandy Pendergraft gave an update on BIANC’s 

upcoming training, webinars, family conference, events, etc.  
BIANC still in search of executive director.  Go to www.bianc.net 
for updated information. 
 
TBI Waiver – there were some concerns from BIAC regarding 

 

http://www.bianc.net/


the rollout of the Medicaid TBI waiver.  It was pointed out that 
the waiver has been slow to get started – due to procedures 
that have to be followed in order for approval for waiver.  The 
momentum has picked up.  Michelle Merritt updated group on 
provider training for the TBI waiver.  Jerry Villemain reminded 
group that this is a pilot program and there are a lot of lessons 
to be learned. 
 
Jeffrey Lube announced that the will be a Brain Injury 
Awareness Night event at the NC Museum of Natural Sciences 
on March 15, 2019 from 5:30 – 9:00 p.m.  The event is free. 
 
Carol Ornitz – Legislative Update 

• HB 50 Hyperbaric O2 – Veterans TBI 
• HB 77 Electric Stand up Scooters – Letter from council 

about safety without helmets. 
• HB 257 Motorcycle/facemask bill – motocyclists will be 

permitted to wear facemasks while operating 
motorcycles. 

• HB 267 Requires safety helmets under age 21 
• HB 269 NC Caregivers Act  - designate a caregiver 

 
Liz Newlin – mentioned HB 76 – Arming teachers bill 
 
Jerry Villemain asked for a motion for a consensus of council 
that legislative committee could respond on behalf of council on 
legislation related to TBI.  Due to a lack of a quorum – Mr. 
Villemain decided that the legislative committee would respond 
on behalf of the council on legislation related to TBI. 
 
There was also discussion about HB250 

• Definition of TBI 
• DHHS wrote this bill 
• Debate about whether to include the definition of ABI 

or stick with TBI. 
• Opportunity to get a definition of TBI into state law 
• Statement of how TBI fits in the different systems 
• TBI must be included whenever policy changes made 

including Medicaid Transformation. 
 
Jean Andersen stated that CFAC is adding six seats to State 
CFAC. 
 
Jerry Villemain announced that he will be stepping down as 
Chairperson of BIAC.  Elections will be held at the June 
meeting. 

Conclusions Continue legislative efforts on legislation related to TBI. 
Action Items Person(s) Responsible Deadline 
Continue legislative efforts on legislation related to TBI. Legislative Committee Ongoing 
9.  Agenda topic:   Adjourn 
Discussion There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:13 p.m. 
Conclusions Next BIAC meeting scheduled for June 12, 2019 at the Governor’s Institute. 
Action Items Person(s) Responsible Deadline 
Send out reminders to council members regarding next BIAC meeting State TBI Program Staff 6/5/19 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: Sandy Pendergraft. 
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