
Title IV-E Foster Care Maintenance Eligibility Chart* 

Was child removed by a judicial determination that 
remaining in the home was contrary to the child’s 
welfare or that placement in foster care was in the best 
interest of the child? 

Was child removed by a valid 
voluntary placement 
agreement? 

Was the contrary to the welfare finding made in the 
first court order that pertains to the child’s removal 
from home? 

Was the child AFDC eligible in 
the removal home, under the 
standards in effect in the State’s 
IV-A Plan on July 16, 1996, in 
the month the VPA was signed. 
(Disregarding the Sec. 1115(a) waiver in effect 
in NC.)Was the child AFDC eligible in the removal home, 

under the standards in effect in the State’s IV-A Plan 
on July 16, 1996, during the month of petition and 
does the child continue to be eligible throughout time 
in care? (Disregarding the Sec. 1115(a) waiver that was in effect in NC.) Is the child in a fully 

licensed/approved foster family 
home or childcare institution? 
(Reimbursability) 
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Have safety 
considerations been 
documented through 
criminal records 
checks. 
(Reimbursability) 

Was a judicial determination 
indicating that continued 
voluntary placement is in the 
best interest of the child made 
within the child’s first 180 days 
in foster care? If No, child is 
eligible for the first 180 days.  
Eligibility ends on the 181st day 
in foster care. 

Has the child remained in 
voluntary placement for more 
than 180 days? 
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IV-E Eligible, 
Not 

Reimbursable 

Is the child in a fully licensed/approved foster family 
home or childcare institution? (Reimbursability) 

Was a judicial determination regarding 
reasonable efforts to finalize a permanency 
plan obtained no later than 12 months from 
the date the child was considered to have 
entered foster care, and within 12 months 
of each subsequent judicial determination 
thereafter during the foster care episode? 

Has the child been in foster care for more than 12 
months from the date the child was considered to have 
entered foster care (the earlier of a judicial finding of 
abuse or neglect or 60 days from the date the child is 
removed from the home). 

Was a judicial determination obtained regarding 
reasonable efforts to prevent a child’s removal from the 
home no later than 60 days from the child’s foster care 
entry date? 

Does the IV-E agency (County Department of Social 
Services) have placement and care responsibility? 

Have safety considerations been documented through 
criminal records checks.  (Reimbursability) 

 *Modified for Use in NC from the Federal Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Review Guide 


