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Billing Code: 3410-30-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food and Nutrition Service

7 CFR Parts 210, 215, 220 and 226

FNS-2017-0021

RIN 0584-AE53

Child Nutrition Programs: Flexibilities for Milk, Whole Grains, and Sodium Requirements
AGENCY': Food and Nutrition Service, USDA.

ACTION: Interim final rule.

SUMMARY:: This interim final rule extends through school year 2018-2019 three menu
planning flexibilities currently available to many Child Nutrition Program operators, giving them
near-term certainty about Program requirements and more local control to serve nutritious and
appealing meals to millions of children nationwide. These flexibilities include: Providing
operators the option to offer flavored, low-fat (1 percent fat) milk in the Child Nutrition
Programs; extending the State agencies’ option to allow individual school food authorities to
include grains that are not whole grain-rich in the weekly menu offered under the National
School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP); and retaining Sodium
Target 1 in the NSLP and SBP. This interim final rule addresses significant challenges faced by
local operators regarding milk, whole grains and sodium requirements and their impact on food
development and reformulation, menu planning, and school food service procurement and

contract decisions. The comments from the public on the long-term availability of these three



flexibilities will help inform the development of a final rule, which is expected to be published in

fall 2018 and implemented in school year 2019-2020.

DATES: Effective Date: This interim final rule will become effective July 1, 2018.

Comment Date: To be considered, written comments on this interim final rule must be received

on or before [insert date 60 days after date of publication in the Federal Register].

ADDRESSES: The USDA, Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) invites interested persons to
submit written comments on this interim final rule. Comments may be submitted in writing by
one of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the online

instructions for submitting comments.

e Regular U.S. mail: Send comments to School Programs Branch, Policy and Program
Development Division, Food and Nutrition Service, P.O. Box 2885, Fairfax, VA
22031-0885.

e Overnight, courier, or hand delivery: School Programs Branch, Policy and Program
Development Division, Food and Nutrition Service, 3101 Park Center Drive, 12th
floor, Alexandria, Virginia 22302.

All written comments submitted in response to this interim final rule will be included in the
record and will be made available to the public. Please be advised that the substance of the
comments and the identity of the individuals or entities submitting the comments will be subject
to public disclosure. FNS will make the written comments publicly available via

http://www.requlations.gov.




