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Non-Citizen 
Requirements

• Each applicant/recipient of Food and Nutrition 
Services (FNS) must be a U.S. citizen or a non-
citizen lawfully admitted into the U.S. under 
specific immigration status to participate in the 
FNS program. 

• Refer to FNS 225 for information regarding United 
States Citizenship requirements. 

• To participate in the FNS program, non-citizens 
must be:

1. A non-citizen who is admitted lawfully 
into the U.S.; and

2. Qualified to receive FNS benefits; and

3. Exempt from waiting period, met the 
waiting period, and/or earned 40 
qualifying quarters. 



Certification 
of Non-Citizen 
Status

The head of household or (FNS) Unit 
member meets this requirement by: 

1. Signing the application; and

2. Stating the non-citizen status 
of all new unit members when a 

change in household 
composition is reported.

The applicant or (FNS) Unit member 
must certify, under penalty of perjury, 

the non-citizen status of themselves and 
all individuals included in the (FNS) Unit. 



Step 1: Lawfully Admitted to U.S.

Individuals that are not lawfully 
residing in the U.S. are considered 
ineligible noncitizens and cannot 

participate in the FNS program. No 
further verification or evaluation of the 
individual’s status is required unless 

the statement conflicts with 
previously reported information. Do 

not proceed to Step 2. 

If the individual is lawfully residing in 
the United States proceed to Step 2 

(FNS 227.05). 



Step 2: Individuals Exempt from Qualified 
Status Process 
The following non-citizens may be eligible for an indefinite period of time, even 
if they are not “qualified” non-citizens. 

If the individual meets one of the requirements below, they are considered an 
Eligible non-citizen. Do not proceed to step 3.

• Hmong or Highland Laotians
• Recognized Foreign Born American Indian
• Battered non-citizens
• Trafficking Victims

If the individual does not meet any of the criteria in this section proceed to 
Step 3 (FNS 227.06).



Step 3: Determining Non-Citizen Qualified 
Status
Individuals that are listed as “qualified’ in the chart or through SAVE are considered 
Qualified eligible non-citizens and may participate in the FNS program if they meet the 
waiting period or 40 quarter requirements. Proceed to step 4 (227.07). 

Individuals that are listed as “Not qualified’ are considered Not qualified non-citizens 
and are not eligible to participate in the FNS program. Do not proceed to step 4.

Please note, the chart in FNS 227.06 is not an all-inclusive list. Non-citizens may be 
living in the U.S. with the knowledge and permission of USCIS and may have in their 
possession other USCIS forms or letters that indicate status.



Step 4: Determining 
if a Non-Citizen is 
Subject to Waiting 
Period or 40 
Quarters

• The following Qualified non-citizens are exempt 
from the 5-year waiting period and 40 qualifying 
quarters for FNS eligibility:

1. Granted asylum under Section 208 or 
209 of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Act (INA)
2. Refugees admitted under Section 207 or 
209 of INA
3. Deportation withheld under 243(h) or 
241 (b) (3) of INA
4. Cuban or Haitian entrants. Their status 
may be varied, including but not limited 
to, Public Interest Parolee,  pending a 240 
Hearing, Asylee or Pending Asylee, 
Refugee, Lottery Winners
5. Trafficking victims see section 227.05 B. 
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Step 4: Determining 
if a Non-Citizen is 
Subject to Waiting 
Period or 40 
Quarters Continued

6. Amerasian Immigrant under 584 of the 
Foreign Operation, Export Financing and 
Related Program Appropriations Act

7. Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) with a 
military connection (veteran, on active duty, 
or spouse or child of a veteran or active-duty 
service member)

8. Children under the age of 18 regardless of 
the date of entry

9. Disabled or blind (as defined in section 
210.05)

10. Iraqi or Afghan Special Immigrants (SIVs) 



Step 4: Determining 
if a Non-Citizen is 
Subject to Waiting 
Period or 40 
Quarters Continued

• The following Qualified Non-Citizens can get FNS if he/she is 
otherwise eligible and has been in qualified status in the United 
States for five years beginning on the date the immigrant 
obtains status as a qualified alien from USCIS.

1. An LPR who has earned, or can be credited with, 
less than 40 qualifying quarters of work

2. Paroled for at least one year under section 212(d)(5) 
of INA (refer to A.4. for Cuban or Haitian entrants)

3. Granted conditional entry under 203(a)(7) of INA in 
effect prior to 4/1/1980

4. Battered spouse battered child or parent or child of 
a battered person with a petition pending under 
204(a)(1)(A) or (b) or 244 (a)(3) of INA. See section 
255.05 B.1 

• Qualified Non-citizens who do not belong to one of the groups 
above, can get FNS if he/she is otherwise eligible and has 
earned, or can be credited with 40 qualifying quarters of work.



Determining 
when to use 
40 qualifying 
quarters

• Non-citizens lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence (LPR) that can be credited with 40 
qualifying quarters are eligible for FNS even if 
they have not met the 5-year waiting period. 

• The non-citizen’s work and work by his/her 
parents and/or spouse (with certain exceptions) 
can be combined to attain the 40 qualifying 
quarters to meet this exception, and these 
quarters may be used by more than one 
individual in determining eligibility.

• 40 qualifying quarters is 10 years of work history. 
During the interview, this should be discussed 
with LPR’s who have not met the 5-year waiting 
period to see if they could potentially qualify. 
Refer to FNS 227.10 B.1. for a complete list of 
whose quarters can be included in the QC count 
credited to the LPR non-citizen.



Note: Non-citizens, who enter the United States in a status exempt from the 
5-year ban, and later adjust their status to LPR, are still potentially eligible for 
FNS benefits based on their original status when admitted. Their exemption 

from the 5-year waiting period is not affected by their adjustment to LPR 
status. These include refugees, asylees, Cuban and Haitian entrants, Iraqi or 

Afghan Special Immigrants (SIV), trafficking victims, and aliens whose 
deportation is being withheld. 





Cuban-Haitian Entrants (CHE)
• The term “Cuban-Haitian Entrant” relates to benefit eligibility rather than an immigration status. CHEs are qualified non-

citizens under the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) of 1996. To be considered a 
CHE, an individual must meet the definition of a CHE under section 501(e) of the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980.

• Section 501(e) of the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980 (REAA) states that an individual is a CHE if they are:

➢ An individual granted parole as a Cuban-Haitian Entrant (Status Pending) or any other special status[1] subsequently 
established under the immigration laws for nationals of Cuba or Haiti, regardless of the status of the individual at the 
time assistance or services are provided;[2] or

➢ A national of Cuba or Haiti who is not subject to a final, non-appealable and legally enforceable removal order, and:[3]

o Was paroled into the United States and has not acquired any other status under the Immigration and Nationality 
Act; or

o Is in removal proceedings under the Immigration and Nationality Act; or

o Has an application for asylum pending with USCIS.

• As qualified non-citizens, CHEs are eligible for SNAP benefits without a waiting period regardless of the length or status of 
their parole, provided they meet regular SNAP financial and non-financial rules.

• States should use the Cuban-Haitian button in SAVE to determine whether an individual meets the definition of CHE. 
Updates to Paper-Based Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) and Cuban Haitian Entrants

https://www.uscis.gov/save/resources/information-for-save-users-cuban-haitian-entrants#_ftn1
https://www.uscis.gov/save/resources/information-for-save-users-cuban-haitian-entrants#_ftn2
https://www.uscis.gov/save/resources/information-for-save-users-cuban-haitian-entrants#_ftn3
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fsnap%2Fcuban-haitian-entrant-save&data=05%7C02%7Cleeann.casey%40dhhs.nc.gov%7C16a95e79335c46e229c008dd3c88fe74%7C7a7681dcb9d0449a85c3ecc26cd7ed19%7C0%7C0%7C638733282008094302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YRd%2FfaGG0SZNx03fsiFsvF0bIsRSETP9Xx9JoNhcFSM%3D&reserved=0


Cuban-Haitian Entrants (CHE) – SAVE Verification

• SAVE user agencies that are authorized to receive CHE information may request it by selecting the 
Cuban/Haitian Entrant button when submitting their SAVE case for verification. After receiving a 
response to an initial verification request, ensure that the Cuban/Haitian Entrant button is selected.

• If you select the Cuban/Haitian Entrant button, you must upload a copy of documentation that 
establishes the applicant is a CHE. 

➢ Drag and drop the file into the blue “Drag file to upload” box; or
➢ Click the Upload File button and use your browser to select the file.

• Once you have uploaded the file, click Institute Additional Verification to submit the verification 
request.

• Information for SAVE Users: Cuban-Haitian Entrants | USCIS

https://www.uscis.gov/save/resources/information-for-save-users-cuban-haitian-entrants


Cuban-Haitian Entrants (CHE) – SAVE Verification



Cuban-Haitian Entrants (CHE) – SAVE Verification
• SAVE then reviews and researches the case. SAVE will display Case Under Review in a yellow 

box at the top of the SAVE response screen until the research is complete. If Cuban/Haitian 
Entrant data is available, it will be displayed under the SAVE Response Details on the left 
side of the page.



Cuban-Haitian Entrant (CHE) Save Response Example

Actual SAVE 
request on the 
same client, but 
this response 
shows CHE after 
using feature in 
SAVE.  



Parole for 
Ukrainian 
Nationals



Parole for 
Afghan 
Nationals



Enumeration and Non-citizens

It’s important to remember non-citizens 
are subject to all other eligibility 

requirements, including enumeration. 

Each household member participating or 
applying for participation in the Food and 

Nutrition Services (FNS) Program is 
required to provide enumeration. Do not 
include an individual in the FNS budget 
until enumeration is provided for each 
individual who does not have an SSN 

except as provided in FNS 425, Expedited 
Service.



Enumeration 
and Non-

citizens

• When an SSN or verification of application of a SSN is 
provided for an individual, the individual is considered 
enumerated. 

• An individual is considered enumerated on the date when 
one of the following occurs:
❖The FNS unit member provides the SSN verbally or in 

writing; or
❖The DSS-8174 Referral for SSN Application, is signed 

and dated by Social Security Administration. Date 
stamp the DSS-8174 when received from Social 
Security Administration; or

❖The receipt for application for a SSN is signed and 
dated by Social Security Administration and the receipt 
is date stamped when received in the agency; or

❖The household provides the Certificate of Live Birth, 
DHS-1201, or the mother’s copy of the birth certificate 
on which block 17 is checked “yes.” This means that 
the child has been enumerated at birth.



Enumeration and Non-citizens

Once the individual is 
enumerated, the individual has 
until the next recertification to 
provide verification of the SSN. 

If SAVE results indicate 
“employment authorized,” this is 
considered proof of enumeration 
since it indicates their legal right 

to work. The client would have 
until the next recertification to 

provide the SSN. 



Remember, When in Doubt, Reach Out

• After following these steps if you are still unsure if your client is 
eligible to receive FNS, please submit a completed DSS 9000 with 
the application/case number to: 
dss.policy.questions@dhhs.nc.gov. 

• Prior to submitting your question, please ensure SAVE has been 
requested and all documents provided by the client have been 
uploaded to NCFAST. 

• Reminder, SAVE must be requested on all 
applications/recertifications.

• There is a job aid titled “SAVE Automation Verification” NC FAST 
Help

mailto:dss.policy.questions@dhhs.nc.gov
https://ncfasthelp.nc.gov/FN_B/FN_B/server/general/projects/FAST_Help/FAST_Help.htm
https://ncfasthelp.nc.gov/FN_B/FN_B/server/general/projects/FAST_Help/FAST_Help.htm


Sources

• FNS 227, FNS 230, & FNS 425
• 6/4/24 Non-citizen State Webinar Presentation from USDA
• NCFAST Help Job Aid SAVE Automation Verification
• Updates to Paper-Based Systematic Alien Verification for 

Entitlements (SAVE) and Cuban Haitian Entrants | Food and 
Nutrition Service

• Information for SAVE Users: Cuban-Haitian Entrants | USCIS

https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/cuban-haitian-entrant-save
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/cuban-haitian-entrant-save
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/cuban-haitian-entrant-save
https://www.uscis.gov/save/resources/information-for-save-users-cuban-haitian-entrants


Questions?
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