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Lessons Learned from Colorado
Presentation to North Carolina Cannabis Prevention & Treatment Sub-Committee
March 10, 2026

Budget
Initial workgroup guidance for prioritization of regulations and use of tax revenue
Current Colorado distribution of cannabis tax revenue
Lessons Learned:
· Start small, increase later
· Focus and prioritize funding for certain goals
· Find a way to coordinate needs across priorities – Governor’s office in CO
· Find ways to distribute funds ahead of revenue coming in so public education and regulation oversight are ready to go!
· Expand priorities if/when the funding expands
· Centralized public communication from the state – like cannabis.Colorado.gov

What we can say about cannabis
Colorado’s Retail Marijuana Public Health Advisory Committee’s systematic review of all available literature on the health impacts of cannabis

Who to focus on for prevention
Colorado’s Data Dashboards outlining all available data on cannabis use, hospitalizations, emergency room visits, poison control calls, and post-mortem toxicology results

Prevention Approach
SAMHSA’s Center for Substance Abuse Prevention 6 Prevention Strategies
Effective Development of Social Marketing Campaigns from SAMHSA and EDC
Brief Video Overviews from Colorado’s Initial Campaigns
· Parent Ad
· Youth Ad - Guidance
· Youth Ad – Day One
Forward Together: Colorado’s Most recent substance-agnostic parent ads and trusted adult ad
Evaluation Reports
· Nov 2015
· July 2017 
Clinical Prevention Guidelines
Lessons Learned
· Decide on health risks research
· Use data to determine audiences
· Follow campaign development best practices including multiple rounds of testing
· Dedicate sufficient funds (10%) for external evaluator
· Trans-create, not translate for non-English speaking populations
· Remember campaigns are insufficient alone – complement with the other CSAP strategies (community coalitions, alternate activities, policy strategies, and screenings/referrals to treatment)
Policy Approaches in Colorado (see section 3 on Policy)
Colorado Coalition Approaches


Questions? Contact Ali Maffey at amaffey@astho.org 
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