10A NCAC 43D .0706 VENDOR PEER GROUPS
Vendor applicants and authorized vendors shall be placed into peer groups in accordance with as follows:
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History Note:

When annual WIC supplemental food sales are not yet available due to a vendor being newly
authorized, vendor applicants and authorized vendors, excluding chain stores, stores under a WIC
corporate agreement, military commissaries, and free-standing pharmacies, shall be placed into
peer groups based on the number of cash registers in the store and the geographic location of the
store until annual WIC supplemental food sales become available.

WIC sales figures of new authorized WIC vendors shall be reviewed six months from
authorization. A vendor whose first six months of WIC sales exceed twenty five thousand dollars
($25,000) shall be placed in a peer group based on redemption.

Authorized vendors for which annual WIC supplemental food sales are available, including chain
stores, stores under a WIC corporate agreement, military commissaries, and free-standing
pharmacies, shall be placed into peer groups, as set forth in 7 CFR 246.12(g)(4) and 7 CFR
246.12(h)(3), which is adopted and incorporated by reference with subsequent changes or
amendments and available free of charge at https://www.ecfr.gov/.

"Annual WIC supplemental food sales" is the dollar amount an authorized vendor redeems in WIC
food benefits within a 12-month period.

In determining a vendor's peer group designation based on annual WIC supplemental food sales,
the State agency shall look at the most recent 12-month period of redemption data.

If the State agency determines that a vendor applicant is expected to be a predominantly WIC
vendor as defined in Rule .0202 of this Subchapter, the vendor application shall be denied. The
store must wait 90 days to reapply for vendor authorization. The State agency shall apply the
methodology set forth in 7 CFR 246.12(g)(4)(i)(E) for determining whether a vendor applicant is
expected to be a predominantly WIC vendor.

If at any time during a vendor's authorization the State agency determines that the vendor has
become a predominantly WIC vendor as defined in Rule .0202 of this Subchapter, the vendor's
WIC Vendor Agreement shall be terminated. The store shall wait 90 days to reapply for vendor
authorization. The State agency shall apply the methodology set forth in 7 CFR 246.12(9)(4)(i)(F)
for determining whether an authorized vendor has become a predominantly WIC vendor.

A vendor applicant previously authorized in a peer group based on annual WIC supplemental food
sales that is being reauthorized following the nonrenewal or termination of its agreement or
disqualification or withdrawal from the WIC Program shall be placed into the same peer group the
vendor applicant was previously in, provided that no more than one year has passed since the
nonrenewal, termination, disqualification or withdrawal. If more than one year has passed, the
vendor applicant shall be placed into a peer group using criteria for new vendor applicants as set
forth in Item (1) of this Rule.
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