
Did You Know? Agriculture is a $100-billion-a-year industry in North Carolina and is dependent on a
healthy workforce. Farm labor ranks as one of the top three most dangerous occupations in the United
States. Agricultural worker populations are traditionally underserved because of barriers to care,
including transportation, language, cost and geographic isolation. Since 1993, the North Carolina
Farmworker Health Program (NCFHP) has worked to advance the health and well-being of agricultural
workers and their families by providing technical assistance, leveraging resources and facilitating shared
learning with a statewide network of partners. NCFHP is primarily federally funded and is administered
by the Office of Rural Health (ORH). 

Program Achievements: NCFHP contracts with eight service delivery sites and has six additional grant
supported partners. In CY 2025, NCFHP served 11,823 patients. In 2025, NCFHP outreach workers
reached 5,924 agricultural workers with pesticide safety education and 6,542 agricultural workers with
heat illness education. 
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*Economic impact is estimated to be much greater because improved health outcomes can lead to fewer missed work
days, reduced health care costs, and reduced premature morbidity and mortality. Some expenses such as out of state
purchases, overhead, and rollover payments are not captured for ROI and economic impact. 
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Grant Facts
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Behavioral Health Services Expansion
In September 2024, NCFHP received a $600,000 HRSA award to expand access to behavioral health care for
agricultural workers through integrated, culturally responsive care models. Since then, NCFHP has
successfully:

Initiated an additional tele-behavioral health contract for bilingual/bicultural services with afternoon &
weekend appointment availability.
Certified 3 CHWs in UNCG's evidence-based psychosocial intervention: Strong Minds, Strong
Communities; with 2 more in progress​.
Increased the total number of behavioral health encounters provided to agricultural workers at service
delivery sites by 40% from 2024.

Agricultural workers were highly satisfied with the services provided to them at NCFHP service delivery sites
during the 2025 season. Of 449 patients surveyed, 99% said that they were satisfied with their clinic visit.
Below are quotes from patients who responded to the survey.

Patient Feedback

Digital Opportunities
NCFHP carried out several projects to enhance telehealth access for agricultural workers in 2025, with grant
support from the Division of Broadband and Digital Opportunity’s Office of Digital Opportunity. As a result of
these initiatives:

3,599 farmworkers received internet access through hotspot distribution and farm labor housing internet
hubs.
35 Community Health Workers completed a Digital Readiness Training Series.

NCDHHS is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/office-rural-health/office-rural-health-programs/north-carolina-farmworker-health-program
https://cyfcp.uncg.edu/strong-minds-strong-communities/
https://cyfcp.uncg.edu/strong-minds-strong-communities/


If you have further questions, please contact:
Elizabeth Freeman Lambar
NC Farmworker Health Program Manager
Phone: 919-527-6455 
Elizabeth.Freeman@dhhs.nc.gov 
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NCDHHS is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
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