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Overview

In 1973, the North Carolina Office of Rural Health (ORH) became the first State Office of Rural Health in
the Nation. Created to focus on the needs of rural and underserved communities, ORH continues to
empower communities and populations by developing strategies to improve quality and cost-
effectiveness of health care for all. While ORH does not provide direct care, its programs support
numerous health care safety net organizations throughout the state. Continued support and recurring
funding for ORH strengthened North Carolina’s health care safety net infrastructure to ensure that all
of the state’s medically vulnerable residents (Uninsured, Underinsured, Medicare and Medicaid) have
access to affordable and appropriate high quality primary care. It is a conservative estimate that the
State’s primary care safety net system served 927,893 vulnerable, uninsured residents in 2024
(American Community Survey, US Census Bureau)

Grant Facts
S110M

Available grant funding
(federal, state)

227

Jobs (full-time and part-
time) supported in local
communities

656

Contracts to support
communities

In SFY 2025, ORH was directed to administer $8.5 million in special appropriations from the NC General
Assembly to disperse funds for specific projects or to specific health care organizations in North
Carolina.
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*Economic impact is estimated to be much greater because improved health outcomes can lead to fewer missed work
days, reduced health care costs, and reduced premature morbidity and mortality. Some expenses such as out of state
purchases, overhead, and rollover payments are not captured for ROl and economic impact.
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Division Budget

ORH Administration Farmworker Health Special Appropriations

$1,438,442 (1%) $7,195,268 $8,927,472 (7%)
6%
Medication Assistance (6%)
$2,470,274 (2%) \

Rural Health Centers
$3,495,650 (3%)

Community Health
$15,509,724
(13%)

Total Budget
$122,739,267
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Medication Assistnace Program Grantee
(117 Sites Covering 72 Counties)
Farmworker Health Grantee
(13 Sites Covering 71 Counties)
Community Health Grantee
(100 Sites Covering 99 Counties)
Critical Access Hospital
(20 Sites Covering 19 Counties)

> State Designated Rural Health Center Grantee
(25 Sites Covering 37 Counties)

@ Placements
(449 Placements Covering 81 Counties)

0 Small Rural Hospital
(11 Sites Covering 10 Counties)

[} Telehealth Infrastructure Grantee
(33 Sites Covering 31 Counties)

¢ Virtual Behavioral Health Grantee
(6 Sites Covering 6 Counties)
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If you have further questions, please contact:
David Britt, Data Analyst

Office of Rural Health

Phone: 919-527-6440

David.Britt@dhhs.nc.gov
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