


NC DHHS Notice of Funding Availability
Reporting Form

DHHS Division/Office issuing this notice:  Division of Public Health, Women, Infant and Community Wellness Section, Infant and Community Health Branch

Date of this notice: September 14, 2026

Request for Applications (RFA) Title: Reducing Infant Mortality in Communities

Purpose: In 2015, the North Carolina General Assembly appropriated funds in the Maternal and Child Health Block Grant Plan to the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services’ (DHHS) Division of Public Health (DPH) to be allocated to local health departments/districts in counties that experienced the highest infant mortality rates (Session Law 2023-134, Section 9M.1.(dd)).  Under this program, funding is distributed to local health departments/districts to implement evidence-based programs that have been proven to be an effective means to improve birth outcomes through addressing pregnancy intendedness, preterm birth, and/or infant mortality.

Description: Eliminating health disparities is a priority for DHHS and a key area of emphasis in developing programs. The Reducing Infant Mortality in Communities (RIMC) Program focuses on health disparities while addressing the overall infant mortality rate and infant mortality disparity ratio. Local health departments/districts interested in applying for RIMC funds must propose a plan to implement two evidence-based strategies from a list of four. All applicants must engage the community in the decision-making process when selecting the evidence-based strategies to implement.
 
Eligibility: All LHDs are eligible to apply to this RFA. The RIMC program aims to impact the reduction of infant mortality within the communities where services are provided. LHDs serving counties who rank in the top quartile (i.e. the top 25) for infant mortality rates and infant mortality disparity ratios will receive a demonstrated need score. 

How to Apply: The Request for Applications (RFA) will be released on Monday, September 14, 2026.  Specific details on submitting applications for consideration will be included in the RFA.

The RFA may be downloaded from the NC Division of Public Health, Women, Infant, and Community Wellness Section’s website beginning September 14, 2026 at https://wicws.dph.ncdhhs.gov/.

All prospective applicants are strongly encouraged to attend an Applicant Teleconference on Thursday, September 24, 2026 at 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM: Link to Zoom Applicant Teleconference  
Zoom Link: https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1655680795?pwd=hZ6vazSYyUIrCfCLfoNTvqsd00bcDk.1 

All prospective applicants may submit an optional non-binding notice of intent no later than 5:00 PM on Friday, October 9, 2026. The link to complete the notice of intent is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RFAA427NOI. Confirmation of receipt will be provided in response. Information requested in the notice of intent includes the following:
· The legal name of the agency
· The name, title, phone number, mailing address, and email address of the person who will coordinate the application submission
· County(ies) where services will be provided

Deadline for Submission: No applications will be received after 5:00 PM on Monday, October 26, 2026.

How to Obtain Further Information: Inquires about this RFA are encouraged, and may be directed to: 
Renee Jackson, MHA
Email: renee.jackson@dhhs.nc.gov


Stevens Amendment Disclosure:
This Reducing Infant Mortality in Communities RFA is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award, with 100 percent or $1,727,307 funded by HRSA/HHS, including awards anticipated under this RFA. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by HRSA/HHS, or the U.S. Government. This disclosure is provided in accordance with the Stevens Amendment (Section 505, Division H of Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, Public Law 116-260).
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