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LEAD AND ASBESTOS REMEDIATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOL UNITS AND CHILD
CARE FACILITIES

SECTION 9G.8.(a)  Of the funds appropriated in this act from the State Fiscal
Recovery Fund to the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Public Health,
the sum of one hundred fifty million dollars ($150,000,000) in nonrecurring funds for the
2021‑2022 fiscal year shall be allocated as follows for lead and asbestos remediation and
abatement programs to benefit public school units and child care facilities:

(1)        $32,812,500 in nonrecurring funds shall be used to fund a program for the
testing and remediation of lead levels in drinking water at public school
units and child care facilities. As part of this program, public school units
shall be required to test for lead levels in drinking water at their facilities,
to the extent feasible and practical, following the same model for testing
conducted in child care facilities pursuant to 15A NCAC 18A .2816. In
addition, the program shall include at least the following components:
a.         The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) shall develop a mechanism
for providing funding for the testing and mitigation of lead in
drinking water that meets the lead poisoning hazard level, as set
forth in G.S. 130A‑131.7, that is identified in public school units
and child care facilities, including the replacement of service lines,
pipes, and fixtures, as needed, or for the installation of filters at
affected faucets within public school units and child care facilities
that test positive for lead in drinking water.

b.         The Commission for Public Health, Child Care Commission, and
State Board of Education shall adopt rules as necessary to
implement this subdivision.

(2)        $117,187,500 in nonrecurring funds shall be used to fund a program for
lead paint abatement and asbestos abatement in public school units and
child care facilities. As part of the program, public school units and child
care facilities shall be required to conduct inspections for lead paint and
asbestos hazards in their facilities. The program shall include at least the
following components:
a.         DHHS and DPI shall develop a mechanism for providing funding

for lead paint abatement, asbestos inspection and abatement, or
both in public school units and child care facilities; provided,
however, that the following conditions are met:
1.         A professional accredited in accordance with

G.S. 130A‑447 or certified in accordance with
G.S. 130A‑453.03 determines that action must be taken in
response to an inspection report.

2.         Lead paint, asbestos, or both are detected as part of an
inspection or as part of a capital, renovation, or repair
project that meets the lead‑based paint hazard level, as set
forth in G.S. 130A‑131.7, or that meets the definition of
asbestos containing material, as set forth in G.S. 130A‑444.
Capital projects may include HVAC, window, or other
ventilation projects related to COVID‑19 mitigation, or
other capital, renovation, or repair projects undertaken
during calendar years 2021 through 2024.

b.         A requirement that public school unit recipients of funds allocated
under this subdivision shall provide matching funds in the amount
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of one dollar ($1.00) of local funds for every two dollars ($2.00)
of State funds.

c.         The Commission for Public Health, Child Care Commission, and
State Board of Education shall adopt rules as needed to implement
this subdivision.

SECTION 9G.8.(b)  The Department of Health and Human Services, Division of
Public Health (DPH), shall serve as the lead agency responsible for administering the
programs authorized by subsection (a) of this section. In serving in this capacity, the DPH
shall collaborate with (i) the Department of Public Instruction regarding administration of
these programs for the benefit of public school units and charter schools and (ii) its Division
of Child Development and Early Education regarding administration of these programs for
the benefit of child care facilities. The DPH shall transfer funds to the Department of Public
Instruction and to the Division of Child Development and Early Education as necessary to
accomplish the goals of these programs in an efficient and cost‑effective manner.

SECTION 9G.8.(c)  Not later than six months after all funds appropriated in this
act for the purposes of this section have been expended, the Department of Health and
Human Services, Division of Public Health, and the Department of Public Instruction shall
report to the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Health and Human Services, the Joint
Legislative Education Oversight Committee, and the Fiscal Research Division on the
following lead and asbestos remediation and abatement activities authorized by this section,
broken down by county:

(1)        The number of public school units and child care facilities tested for lead
in drinking water, for lead paint or asbestos in the buildings or facilities,
or a combination of these.

(2)        The number of public school units and child care facilities determined to
be in need of remediation for lead in drinking water, for lead paint or
asbestos abatement, or a combination of these.

(3)        The number of public school units and child care facilities that have
requested assistance from the Department of Health and Human Services
or the Department of Public Instruction with remediation for lead in
drinking water, for lead paint or asbestos abatement, or for a combination
of these.

(4)        The number of remediation or abatement projects completed under the
programs authorized by subsection (a) of this section and the total amount
of funds expended for each project, broken down by each category of
remediation and abatement.

SECTION 9G.8.(d)  The funds allocated under this section shall remain
available until depleted or on the date federal law requires the funds to be fully expended,
whichever is earlier.


