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INTRODUCTION

Session Law 2013-417 requires a county department of social services to verify whether an
applicant for or a recipient of Food and Nutrition Services benefits or Work First program
assistance has a status of fleeing felon or parole/probation violator. If such status is
determined, the applicant for or recipient of assistance shall be denied or terminated from
said assistance. The law also requires the Department of Health and Human Services to
report annually on the number of individuals denied assistance. This report provides a data
summary of the number of individuals denied and/or terminated from assistance during
calendar year 2022.

BACKGROUND

The Social Security Act defines the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
and the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) as programs of public
assistance. The SNAP program, known as Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) in North
Carolina, is designed to promote general welfare and to safeguard health and well-being by
raising the levels of nutrition among low-income households. North Carolina’s TANF
program, known as Work First, provides parents with short-term services and cash
assistance to help them become employed and move toward self-sufficiency. Grandparents,
relatives caring for their relative children, and legal guardians may apply for assistance for a
child to prevent the child’s entry into the foster care system.

The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law
104-193 (PRWORA), amended both SNAP and TANF regulations to prohibit individuals
from receiving assistance who are classified as fleeing felons or violating a condition of
parole or probation. Session Law 2013-417 serves to support and further enhance the
existing regulations.

The Department maintains an Online Verification System (OVS) to assist county
social/lhuman services agencies in determining program eligibility for applicants and
recipients. OVS is comprised of a series of data matches, one of which provides criminal
history data. The data is obtained by matching applicant/recipient files with the North
Carolina Department of Public Safety. The match results assist the county agencies in
determining if the applicant or recipient meets the program requirement of not having the
status of a fleeing felon or parole/probation violator. The matches are completed at initial
application, household composition changes, and at eligibility redetermination for all adult
household members.

Program policies also require households to answer questions regarding the criminal history
of adult household members and to attest to the accuracy of their statements. Applicants for
and recipients of assistance are verbally informed by FNS and Work First program staff that
certain felons and parole/probation violators are prohibited from the receipt of assistance. If
this information becomes known to the agency, the individuals are terminated from
assistance and the issued benefits recouped from the household unit.



NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS DETERMINED INELIGIBLE DURING 2022

In calendar year 2022, there were a total of 122 applicants and/or recipients of services who
were identified as fugitive felons or parole/probation violators and were determined ineligible
to receive FNS assistance. All 122 were receiving FNS services, including 36 classified as a
fugitive felon, 81 classified as a probation/parole violator, and 5 who had a combined status
of fugitive felon and parole/probation violator. All 122 were determined to be ineligible for
services. There were no individuals determined ineligible for the Work First program under
the identified categories. This data includes applicant individuals and individuals in
households where the other household members are otherwise eligible for assistance. The
following chart provides a listing by county of the number of ineligible individuals. The data
is sourced from the North Carolina Families Accessing Services through Technology (NC
FAST) automated case management system.
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